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A NATIVE CONVERT IN CEYLON. 


itis a sentiment often advanced, and per- 
yaps generally believed, that there is naturally 

.o inferiority of intellect in the Airican, the 
aborigines of this country, and perbiaps in all 
ycavilized nations tt will be difficult to as- 
certain this fact from any partial experiments 
nat have been made, or that can be made, in 
oneor two generations In judging of our own 
attainments in knowledge, it will be impossi- 
ile duly to estimate the advantages we derive 
‘om the aid of scieuce and civilization, under 
which the mind is constantly enlarging, aad 
(je finer feelings are cultivated; but nore es- 
yecially from the light of the Holy Scriptures, 
which we are taught from our infancy, and 
iom which we derive a knowledge of God 
and of ourselves that can never be acquired 
vy the light of nature. 

‘Ifwe take for our standard specimens of 
nitive genius that have been given by some of 
thenew converts to Christianity from among 
ue heathen, we fear we shall fall in the back 
sound by the comparison: at any rate, if we 
lock at the attainment ion Christian knowledge 
made by some of these children of the woods, 
in one, two or three years, by barely perusing 
that volume: of inspiration which we ought to 
have studied all our days, we shall find abun- 
fant reason to be humbied and ashamed. 

We could point to a number of specimens 
which bave appeared in our former volumes, 
s eviderce of superior atiainments iu the 


Frative converts; bat we shall here only 


refer toa letter in our last Nomber from Cath- 
seme Brown, and the followimg letter trom 
Labriel Tisserra, a native convert in Ceylon, 
') Dr. Worcester. Fhe Rev. Mr. Meigs, who 
‘vwarded this letter, considers him a great 
acjuisition to the Mission, and says: 

Me is a young man of distinguished 
promise, Since he has become hope- 
ully pious, we regard him with new 
aid increased affection, and think his 
commexion with our mission of very great 
importance. He possesses talents of a 
superior order, and an ardent thirst for 
knowletge ; and, so far as we can judge, 
possesses sincere piety. He is now well 
\walified to act as a catechist among the 
people; and at no very distant period 
te will probabl. be well qualified for 
“dination. He shows a strong desire 
0 be permanently connected with our 
iussion, and we are certainly no less de- 
‘tous of such an event. He manifests 
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a fervent love for the souls of this miser- 
able people, and I have strong faith to 
believe, that he will be made, by the 
blessing of God. an instrument in the 
conversion of many souls. Indeed his 
labours have already been attend: d with 
the divine blessing. He expects, in the 
course of a few weeks, to visit Columbo, 
and intends, if possible, to bring his 
nothe:* aud only brother to reside per- 
manently in this place. We shall in the 
first instance, be under the necessity of 
advancing some money to provide them 
a small house ; but the object to be ac- 
complished is very great, and will, we 
think, justify the expense. 

On the 10th of October he came for- 
ward, and before many witnesses made 
a profession of his faith in Christ, and 
was admitted to, our church. It was. a 
day long to be remembered. [le is the 
first native whom we have received to 
our communion. O may he be the first 
fruit of an abundant harvest. 

You will be ableto judge with tolera- 
ble accuracy the progress which Gabriel 
has made in the I°uelish language, after 
reading his letter. After he had writ- 
ten it once, | corrected sume of the ob- 
vious mistakes, and suggested a few al- 
terations and additions. With this ex- 
ception you may be assured, that both 
the seniiments and phraseology are en- 
tirely his own. Indeed he understands 
the grammar of the English language 
very well, but lacks experience in com- 
position. It is extremely difficult for a 
native of the East to acquire a correct 
English idiom. He, however, has made 
very considerable advances towards the 
attainment of it. 


Letter from Gabriel Tissera to the Cor- 
respoding Secretary of A.B. C.F. M. 
dated Batticotta,Jaffna,Nov. 16,1820. 


Rey. AND DEAR sin—Though nearly 
unknown to you except by name, yet 


* His father died about six months ago. 
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having some knowledge of your charac- 
ter, and knowing the connexion that sub- 
sists between you and the American 
missionaries in Jaffna, I take the liberty 
to write to you. IE know that you are a 
friend to all who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ. When I consider that I am wri- 
ting to a friend whose fuce 1 never saw 
in the flesh, but whom [ hope to meet 
in the kingdom of heaven, where we 
shall unite in the pleasant employment 
of loving and praising our Nedeemer— 
my heart glows with warm affection 
towards you, and towards God my Sav- 
iour, who hath inspived such a hope in 
my breast. 

The idea, that the children of God in 
America, and converts to Christianit 
in this heathen land, though separated 
by distance of place, ure yet praying to 
the same God, loving the same Saviour, 
and communing together through the 
same Spirit, has been a great comfort to 
my soul, When I read of revivals in 
that land, and of what Christians are 
there doing for the spread of the Gospel, 
{feel a peculiar affection for them. When 
{ see the heathen around me worship- 
ping idols, sacrificing to devils whom 
they call gods, given to all kinds of vice, 
wholly ignorant of God who made them 
and of the Saviour who redeemed them, 
and void of all just ideas of future retri- 
bution,—my heart is moved with com- 
passion towas them: I am anxious to 
do much for fheir salvation, and it is 
my wish to spend my life in the service 
of Christ among the heathen. I should 
he greatly discouraged did I not know 
that Christ had promised always to be 
with his faithful servants. But when I 
consider the promises of God in his 
word, and that we in this heathea land 
are not alone, but that all the Christian 
world are praying for us, | am encoura- 
ged to go forward in the strength of the 
Lord, and to do what I can in this glori- 
ous work. | 

[I will now attempt to state te you 
some of my feelings before, as 1 hope, 
God had merey on me. I was born aud 
educated a Roman Catholic. I was in 
some degree zealous and strict in my 
eee till, as near as I can remem- 

, My thirteenth year, when, getting 





into the company of some bad youny 
men, my mind was corrupted. By th 
influence of these young men, and the 
bad books they gave me to read, [ le 
off attending church, and was almoy 
ready to laugh at religion. JF did yy fj a! 
believe that the Word of God was trv JJ ions 
nor did [care for the things contain I ed @ 
init. In short, | had no relish for any HH se & 
thing serious; but on the contrary, 1 vas 
recollect very well that I had the mos I witty 
bitter hatred to every thing which hai fj way 
even the appearance of religion. j) J vuke 
this dangerous condition, dear sir, wit) J { sor 
a heart iull of pride on account of my fj ng,: 
supposed aitainments, I went to yout ome 
missionaries, who had a few weeks be. J [ cat 
fore arrived at Columbo, and they were wher 


kindly pleased (o instruct me. ‘eres 
I remember one remarkab!e instance ff vas. 
of my unbelief and hatred to seriou A 


things. ‘The Rev. Mr. Meigs attempt- your 
ed to speak to me on the importance o/f ‘eve 
having a new heart, &c. Having a ba-J mb 
tred to such talking, I first tied to wave ff wher 
the subject by calling his attention tof ‘hat 
various objects that were in the room. ‘hey 
But seeing that he was determined tof ‘he s 
pursue his topic, I became so imputiea',@ vain. 
that L exclaimed, “ J beg, I beseeclt you, ny | 
sir, to Say no More to me on this svb-f% ater 
ject.” Such were my feelings that lief wad 
could by no means persuade me to hea | fou 
him. 4 manifested so much impatience, ak 
that he was, no doubt with grief, obliged whic 


to leave off for the time. ae 
I remember some other circumstance | ver 
like the following, viz. that instead olf "ine 


saying, God has granted me these met-f ‘ion. 
cies, 4 was used to say, ‘Nature haf sor 
granted them.’ Instead of saying, thaff! 4 
God in his providence has done so, | wag “pul 
used to say, chance has done it.’ | ‘hat 














thought, and many times said, the un-@ vou 
verse has existed from eternity. It nev- J | ae 
er was created, and it never willend. 1% ays 
denied the resurrection of the dead. | aor 
thought that there would be no such# 4a 
thing as a final judgment—that the eart\ fi ver 
would not undergo those changes which ff Sel 
the Holy Scriptures foretel—that thef ‘fon 
miracles recorded in Scripture were all still 
fabulous—-that the Bible is but a device] ad 
for deceiving men, and that since they ed | 
is no such thing as revelation, one rel | w 
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ypc} Letter from € 
rom is a& good 23 another. I was ased 
u ay, that [ would weicome death, be- 
quse it will be an eternal sleep: mean- 
ug that my soul will be aanihilated. The 
quses of disease and death, I argued, 
ge no more than the necessary opera- 
jons of natare, and that the sowl is crea- 
ed and destroyed by chance. JI had not 
iw least fear of God before my eyes. I 
yas iwerally living “ without hope and 
vithout God m the world.” I neither 
uayet to God as Protestants do, nor m- 
uked the sats 2s Roman Catholies do. 
| sometimes went to a Protestant mert- 
ug, sometimes to a heathen te , and 
«ometimes to a Roman € atholie Church. 
[caved little about amy of them ; only 
vhen sn the last mentioned, I ded some 
eremomies to please my friends. This 
vis about my sixteenth year. 

About this time I engaged to serve 
‘our missionaries a$ am interpreter, and 
‘therefore accompanied them from Co- 
abe, (my native town,) to Jaffna, 
where I have ever since served them m 
hat capacity. Simce I came to Jaffna, 
‘hey occasionally talked wth me about 
he state of my soul, but apparently im 
am They put religions books tate 
ny hands, mi Asante. oP a to my 
ittentive perusal, but I could aot be per- 
waded to read them. Ahoat this time, 
| found avy nerad gradually believe, or 
ather forced to beliewe, the sacvert truths 
vhich I was the medwm of comnumica- 
ag to others. At length my doubts 
vere removed. and my mind was con- 
‘inced that I was im the road to destruc- 
‘ion. Bot I am surprised to rhimk, that 
lotwithstanding thks rational enavictioa. 
| delayed repentaace, and thought I 
ould repent whee I came to die, and 
‘hat religion, if attended to m my yout, 
vould destroy the hours of my pleasure. 
‘never prayed. I took azy meals, laa’ 
nyself down to sleep, amd rose mp the 
morumeg, without ever thiakme of the 
tuthor of all my mercies. Sabbaths 
eoks, but they did met mterest me, anc 
found mo inthe Sabbath if 
til showed a deended hatred -w religion, 
int Tadd with grief, that f yet coutinn- 
“d to umdervalue the sacred S 
‘ would read amy bowk but the Bible ; 


Cabriel Tisserra. 6¥ 


and would hear any thing but serious 
Conversation. 

Blessed be God, that he did mot ene 
me off when I was walking on the brink 
of heil. Aboutlast December, I was a- 
larmed about my condition, and took 
myself to prayer: made some resole- 
tions, and competiled myself to keep the 
Sabbath. as I then thowght, and to lowe 
the Christian ordinances, such as pedlie 
and social worship, &e. I oftem made 
resolutions, and as offen broke them, till 
at last, finding myself totally meapable 
of dove any thing to help myself, [ saw 
the need of Christ, and of hvvenbl y tak- 
ing my place at the foot of the cross. 
sweh, dear Sir, had been my ferlmes , 
before, as I hope, I found merry of the 
Lord. 

J now proceed to tell you of my pres- 
ent feelings. I sincerely tell you, that I 
fend my heart to be full of evil ; or, a3 the 
Apostie says, ~ exceeding swfal.” [ 
eannot express the painful (eelinus which 
[ sometimes experience om account of 
sim. About the latter part of March 
last, I hada hepe that God had mercy 
on me. I still! hope wich trembling. raat 


I have passed frome death unto lie — < ~ 


Sometimes I have peace of mind. Tam 
taken with things above - I mean, that 
ney mind is occupied with thmrs whack 
belong to the Kmgdomeef heaven. On 


some occasions, espetiaily when I draw 
near to God im prayer, [ realize death 


and the resurrectnon, amd contem,, late 
the glory of Gad), the love of the Saviour, 
and the happmess of heaven, with creat 
delight. I want to be free from sim =I 
shuutd feel i oy great delight to spend 
aid be spent for Ged. Lottew think of 
the day ef Judgement. Time iv short ; 
eternity isuear, The world is ao more 
charming as it once appeared tobe. Ic 
is full of sim andi misery. f pray for 
ant the tme when rhe eartiy shall 
be filed with t*- knowleige and glory 
of Ged, Jesus + the lovely theme 
wiiel avy heart deligins to dwell. > 


pease before heather. O| for a 
beast of gratitude. 
i an smecrrely sorry that I de asc 
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iove my dear Redeemer as I ought. But 
alas! dear Sir, facts compel me to say, 
that there are seasons when my aflec- 
tions wander from God. ‘Lhen LI see 
that my heart is not wholly sauctilied. I 
think also, that [ feel in my heart some- 
thing of the warfare which the Apostle 
describes inthe 7thof Romans. * fer 
what I would, that do I not ; but what I 
hate, that dol. If then Ido that which 
I would not, I consent unto the law, 
that itis good. For the good that I 
would I do not; but the evil which I 
would not, that I do, 

I earnestly beseech you to pray for 
me. Please to pray the Lord, that if he 
has begun a good work in my heart, he 
may carry it on to perfection. Pray 
that Imay enjoy more of God, and that 
I may love my Redeemer better than 
my soul. Thus far, my dear Sir, Lhave 
dwelt on the state of my mind. You will 
please to excuse me. 

I am sincerely happy to relate \the 
pleasing circumstances of two young 
men belonging to the school at Batticot- 
ta, who, I hope, have found Christ dear 
and precious to their souls. One of 
them was a professed nominal Christian, 
the other a strenuous heathen. The for- 
mer has beenserious ever since he came 
to Batticotta, and the more so of late. A 
few months ago, he felt that God had 
had mercy upon him, aad changed his 
heart. His subsequent conduct proves 
that he is sincere. Le gives, as far as 
IT can see, some evidence of real piety, 
The other, amidst constant exhortations 
to repent and receive Christ, had con- 
tinued to hold his heathen practices till 
about. seven months ago, when he was 
alarmed about his situation—began to be 
in great distress of soul—had deep sor- 
row for sin, and was frequently sighing, 
weeping, and praying in secret. ‘Thus 
he continued afew weeks, when he felt 
the love of Christ in his heart. But 
here I must speak with. caution. He 

rays very fervenily in secret, aad not 
ess so with his companions. But some 
time ago he would lcugh in his heart at 
those who pray. I seea change in his 
general conduct. He is usually alive to 
the things of religion, and the more so 
on particular occasions. 





The Rev. Mr. Meigs holds a meetiy, 
with the young men in the school ever; 
Saturday evening, when we tell eacy 
other our feelings and experience during 
the week past, and pray for the blessix, 
of God on the ensuing Sabbath. Tj, 
meeting has been continued now more 
thanayear. It has done, i hope it will 
do much good. 

{ am happy to tell you, that since we 
(the abovementioned young men an 
myseli,) felt the great love of Christ ii 
our hearts, we have continued frequent), 
to speak to each ether about our rel). 
gious experience. On the 7thof Jul 
last, we began to have a short, but reg- 
ular meeting every evening, in which 
we exbort, warn, and pray for each: oth- 
er. ‘The meeting has generally been ai- 
tended by five young men and one boy, 
who are serious. Pray, dear Sir, thai 
God’s blessing may attend us ; that God’s 
Spirit may be poured out on this place ; 
and that multitudes may be brought in- 
to the kingdom of Christ. 

I add something respecting the late 
Rey. E. Warren. Mr. Warren was the 
first who instructed me at Columbo. 
Ife attended me about three months, 
when he left Columbo for Jaffna. I vi- 
ten conversed with him after he came tu 
Jafina. He spoke to me considerably 
during his last sickness, before his voyage 
tothe Cape. Le was always kiad aud 
faithful to me. I can now remember 
something of his conversation with me. 
and some of his advice, warnings, and 
reproofs, which 1 hope have been bles- 
sed tomy soul. His memory is ever 
sweet to me, and I sometimes have many 
agreeable associations in my mind, which 
render my remembrance of him very 
pleasing. O may my poor soul be pre- 
pared to meet him in the blessed realms 
of bliss, where jiiends meet to part no 
more. 

In connexion with what I have said of 


Mr. Warren, I would mention some. 


pleasing. circumstances that have latel; 
taken place in ‘Tillipally. A pious young 
man, named Nioholas, of whom I think 
the Rev, Mr. Poor has already written to 
you, forms a great addition tothe mission, 
and has, I know from my personal ac- 
quaintance with him, an ardent love te 
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ymortal souls. Ife affords great assist- 
nee to Mr. Poor, is, and I hope will 
~ontinue to be, an instrument of much 
«oad to the heathen areund him. 

jou will be pleased to hear that I 
snd some, serious boys ‘at  Tillipally. 
Qne in par ticular, who was named Niles, 

: the Rev. Mr. Poor, has a very prom- 
sing appearance. I mean that he is so 
vith regard to religion. Ee though 


, is a subject of very serious Ime, 


wressions. Next to him is a larger boy, 

med Porter. But since I think you 
wil! hear more particularly from Mr. 
Poor on the subje et, I would only make 
come general remai hs on the appearance 
of things at Till ipally. 

As to the boys of the boarding scheol, 
they are in a very promising state, both 
with respect to religion and learning. 
Theschool for heathen girls presents ve- 
ry p leasing appearances. This, I believe 
is the first school of the kind that ever 
was in the district ; and it will, [ hope; 
be a beginning of much good to the ‘se 
people, both by its own influence, and 
by its being a good example set before 
people who have been used to say, that 
“they have no such customs.” I know 
about four men at Tillipaily, who ap- 
pear to be subjects of serious impres- 
sions. A woman, sister to the young 
man abovementioned, gives some evi- 
dence of real piety. 

We are placed among a race of he- 
nighted heathens, whose gods are the 
work of men’s hands ;—who profess to 
worship devils ;—who think that their 
souls are not superior to the lives of an- 
imals ;—who do not.care for the salva- 
tion of their souls ;-—in short, wiv know 
little of God or of afuture werld. Their 
standard of morals is very low. ‘They 
have very inadequate ideas of the great 
evil of sin. Their temples generally a- 
bound with indecent pictures What 
they call “ sacred books,” are full of all 
manner of vice Their own vicious lives 
can be surpassed in wickedness only by 
theiy fabulous gods and goddesses. ‘They 
fear death as a temporal evil, They 
have strong prejudices against the Chris- 
tian religion.—These miserable hea- 
dear Sir, are dropping into eter- 
Their miseries 


thens 
nity almost every day. 


call aloud for help. TI earnestly beseech 
you, and all those in that blessed coun- 
try, America, who love the Lord Jesus in 
sincerity, to do your utmost in order to 
send us faithful labourers to labour a- 
mong the heathen, and to win souls to 
Christ. 

I request an interest in your prayers. 
I send much love to you, and to the 
Church of Christ of which you ae the 
pastor. I should be happy to hear from 
you, if amidst all your important duties 
you can find time to write me a short let- 
ter for my consolation and encourage- 
ment. With Christian affection, I am, 

Rev. and Dear Sir, Yours, 

Gasnien ‘TisseRA. 





HIBERNIAN SOCIETY. 
Influence of the Scriptures. 

With what advantage the Scriptores have 
heen distributed ameng the Irish Poor, the 
Slico Branch of the Hibernian Bible Society 
bears the following testimony— 

Experience has convinced your Com- 
nittee, thaf the Poor do not find the. 
Bible that abstruse Book which it is re-~ 
presented to be. They have learned 
from it the plain, simple, holy doctrines 
of eternal truth; and. pure and intelligi- 
ble warnings against every immoral 
practice. ‘They have been taught their 
duty to their neighbour and their God ; 
and, with respect to themselves, to live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
mresent world, and to look, amidst all 


the trials of time, to the happiness ol 


eternity. The conviction which they 
obtain, in the perusal of the Sacred V ol- 
ume, that in it are some things hard to 
be understood, does not produce the fa- 
tal effect so confidently predicted of their 
wresting them to their own destruction. 
Desiring the sincere milk of the word 
that they may grow thereby, they as- 
pire not after things too high for them ; 
and, instead of becoming setters-forth of 
strange doctrines, they receive with 
meekness the ingrafted word, in a spirit 
of modesty and humility. 


VISIT OF MR. ROBERT STEVEN TO THE 
SOCIETY'S SCHOOLS. 


In the summer of last year, Mr. Steven un. 


dertook, at the request of the ¢ ‘ommittee, to 








=e 


SS at ee oe oe 





oy oe 









70 Hibernian Society. [July 


visit the Society's Schools, and to endeavour 
to excite a more .eneral interest in its favour. 
The Report which he made on his return bears 
a strong testimony to the order and efficiency 
of the plans in operation We shall extract a 
few passages — 

My feelings on sitting down in the 
midst of a hundred or more poor child- 
ren, chiefly of Catholic Parents. some of 
them almost naked, with interesting and 
intelligent countenances, reading and re- 
peating portions of the Sacred Scriptures 
—- were, indeed, more than I can express. 
These are destined by Divine Providence 
to be the Fathers and Mothers of the 
next generation : how important is it, 
then, that their minds be freed from the 
fetiers of superstition ; and that they be 
instructed in their duty to their parents 
and neighbours—to/ear God, and honour 
the King ! 

The regulation of the Society, which 
obliges all the scholars in the senior 
spelling-class to commit to memory, in 
each quarter, the four pages of the Scrip- 
ture Lessons in the Spelling Book ; 
those in the Spelling-Book reader’s class, 
six pages ; and inthe Testament-class, 
from four to six chapters—was rot only 
generally complied with, but in numer- 
ous instances greatly exceeded. Many 
could repeat whole Gospels and Epistles. 
One child was able to repeat the whole 
of the Epistles to the Romans, Corinthi- 
ans, Galatians, Ephesians, Philipians, 
and Colossians ; and a little Girl in one 
of our Female Schvols, in her third quar- 
ter, not in the Testament class, and con- 
sequently not obliged to repeat more 
than six pages of the lessons, had, of her 
own accord, committed to memory 106 
Psalms and Chapters in the Old ‘Testa- 
ment, and 60 chapters in the New. 

The benefit resulting to the parents 
and neighbours, from the children car- 
rying home their Testaments and Bibles, 
is incalculably great. In this way, the 
Word of God has been introduced into 
thousands of cabins. ‘The necessity of 
the parents hearing the children repeat 
their tasks, brings them, it may be at 
first uowillingly, acquainted with a 
Book, against which they had been pre- 

judiced. Their prejudices, by degrees, 
give way; and that book which they had 
never heard mentioned, but to be loaded 





with anathemas, now becomes their de. 
light ; and their cabin is soon . crowded 
with neighbours, to hear its wonderfy! 
contents. How delightful to see the bi 
teats stealing down the cheek of the 
sturdy father! to perceive his rugged 
temper subdued, and the lion changed 
into a lamb! Hence arises that per- 
sonal, domestic, and social improvement, 
which is obvious in those districts where 
our schools have been established for 
any considerable time. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCIETY FOR IRE.AND. 

Increase of Schools. 

Instead of 554 Schools, containing 
59,588 Scholars, which have received 
assistance from the Society, up to tne 
month of April, 1818, the number of 
Schools assisted by the Society is now 
806—containing, by the last Returns, 
84,174 Scholars. ‘The increase during 
the last year, has, therefore been 252 
Schools, as above stated, and 24,286 
Scholars. Of the number of 806 Schools, 
44, containing 3060 Scholars, have {ail- 
ed. 

Progress of the Schools. 

While it is pleasing to consider, in 
this point of view, cases of present dis- 
appointment, it is most gratifying to 
contemplate the situation of the great 
majority of the schools, which are still 
actively diffusing around them the bless- 
ings of social order and religious princi- 
ples. 

Some of them, also, oppressed by the 
influence of disease or famine, had, for 
a time, suspended their operations ; but 
have since re-opened, with even better 
prospects than before—some have re- 
ceived a large accession to their numbers, 
in consequence of the distresses of the 
last two years: the people in the neigh- 


bourhood, unable from poverty to pay * 


the smallest sum to the Day School, have 
sent their children in numbers to the 
Sunday School now the only means of 
education which the neighbourhood af- 
furded—others diminished from the same 
causes, have recovered their numbers— 
while some have made an uniform and 
steady progress, continually increasing, 
in respectability and strength; perfect- 
ing a well-digested system of instruction, 
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matured by enlarged experience, and 
, ministered by the activity and zeal of 
i _mimber of benevolent and indefatiga- 
vie Teachers. 

” Sevetal of the Schools, earr tied on by 
the personal exertions of the Nobilit y; 
Gentry, aud Clergy resident in the vici- 
nity, Seent firmly rooted and established ; 
juruishing an example calculated to en- 
courage others to open similar Institu- 
tious, in order to instruct the ignorant 
aud train up the rising generation in the 
wiys of piety and peace; and your Com- 
m itee have had the pleasure of perceiv- 
ing that the examples have not becn 
shown in vain. 

In some parishes, the Sunday Schools 
are no longer detached Iustitutions, at 
a distance from or unconnected with 
one another: they spread theniselves 
over the couniry, affording opportunities 
of instruction to nearly all the younger 
part of its population. 





DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY FOR 
CONNECTICUT AND ITS VICINITY. 
To the Domestic Missionary Society for 

Connec:icut and its Vicinty, to be 

convened at Colchester, on the third 

‘l'uesday of June, 1820. 
tev. Faruers AND Breraren, 

The Directors of your Society have 
endeavoured to prosecute the business, 
which you committed to thew, with fi- 
delity.; and they, now, agreeably to 
your order, report to you their tranusac- 
tots. 

Through the kindness of God, we 
have been able to make some progress 
ia this work of love; But our operations 
have been circumscribed within narrow- 
er limits, than they were in preceding 
years. Nine Missionaries have been 
employed ; viz. the Rev. Messrs. Cyrus 
Gray ; Joseph Knight, Nathaniel Free- 
ian, William Lockwood, Ashael Gay- 
lord, Ephraim G. Swift, ‘David L. Og- 
den, David Root, and Anson Hub- 
bard. 

‘The three first of these have a stated 
charge. Mr. Gray has been supported, 
by the Society, eighteen weeks at Mast 
Stafford; and wir. Knight, thirteen 
weeks at West Srafford. The residue 
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of the year, they are supported by their 
several parishes. No formal report has 
been received from either. It is to be 
persumed, that usual prosperity has at- 
tended them in the administration of the 
Gospel; as nothing adverse has been 
heard, even by informal report. This 
Missionary Society, and the churches 
and people of the state who give it sup- 
port, must reflect with plcasure, and 
with gratitude to God, upon the fact; 
that for three years past, they have been 
enabled to maintain upon this ground, 
(which would, othewise, have been a 
waste) the stated ordinances of reli- 
gion; and that these ordinances have. 
been blessed to the salvation of many 
who were ready to perish. 

During the past year, the Rey. Na- 
thaniel freeman has been installed at 
Weston. This event was accomplished 
by the aid of this Society. Application 
was made by the parish for assistance. 
Accerdingly an engagement was enter- 
ed into, toemploy Mr. Freeman, thirteen 
Sabbaths, annually, as our Missionary. 
From his report, it is manifest: that 
without this help, his settlement goald 
not have been effected. The parish is 
unusually small and feeble; and not 
more than one fourth part of the inhab- 
itants in it, are of our religious denomi- 
nation. The establishment of a minis- 
ter, has, agreeably to our hope, increas- 
ed the number of their worshipping 
congregation; and drawn forth support 
from resources, from which, previously, 
none was derived. The people are 
deeply sensible of the benefit conferred 
on them; and are animated to exert 
their utmost power to support the Gos- 
pel. No special revival of religion has 
occurred: but we are happy to report, 
that several persons have been gathered 
into the Church. 

Mr. William Lockwood has labour- 
ed eight Sabbaths at Eastbury, in the 
town of Glastenbury. No report of his 
labours has been received. 

Mr. Ashael Gaylord spent six weeks, 
in the service of this Society, at a place 
called Union Village, in the northeast- 
ern: section of Colebrook. People of 
various denominations attended upon his 
preaching. Generally, a disposition 
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was manifested to listen to religious in- 
struction. Some individuals, however, 
contended against the truth, and strove 
to defend gross and penicious errors. 
Even those were found, who denied the 
Divinity of Christ. During the first half 
of the Missionary term, general stupidi- 
ty prevailed. An increase of attention 
to the subject of religion was, then, vis- 
ible; ten days before the close of his 
labours, specia! impressions were made 
upon the mivds of some individuals: 
before he left the ground, he numbered 
ten or twelve of this description ; some 
of them deeply convicted of sin; and 
two made joyful with a hope of salva- 
tion. Four of the five evenings pre- 
vious to his departure, he spent in crowd- 
ec meetings of anxious people. In the 
midst of their solicitude, his services ter- 
minated ; and tor the want of funds, he 
was not sent back to reap the fruits of 
his labours ; or to report to us the results 
of these hopeiul indications of Divine 
grace. 

At Humphieyville, in Derby, Mr. E- 

hraim G. Swift has laboured cight 
Sabbaths; and Mr. David L. Ogden 
six, An increased attendance upon 
their ministry was given by the people of 
the place: and in neighbouring villages, 
a solicitude to hear them was manifest- 
ed. Exertions are made to complete 
the meeting-house, which was last year 
erected; au‘ a conciliatory spirit is vis- 
ible between Christians of various de- 
nominations. A letter of thanks from 
the church and congregation has been 
communicated, expressive of their grati- 
tude for the aid which has been given; 
and of thetr conviction that the mission- 
ary labours there, had been highly use- 
ful. . Thirty persons hopefully, had be- 
come the subjects of saving grace; 
while the worshipping congregation had 
been considerably increased. 

Mr. David Root has been employed 
by the Society twelve weeks. His la- 
bours were divided between the parish- 
es of North Stonington and East-Lyme : 
to each of which they'were highly ac- 
ceptable. Could he have been retained, 


the people of North-Stonington would 
have employed him, at their own ex- 
pense ; and would have made a strenu- 


i July 
e PI 


ous; and probably, a successful eff) 
to setile him. This parish has, now, 
new meeting-house; and a determi a. 
tion is manifested to enjoy the Gosp:', 

In our Report of last year, some >. 
count was given of a powerful revi) | 
of religion at Easiford. Having, then, 
had no formal return from our Missio:. 
ary there; we were unable to vive a 
particular statement of the effects of i at 
work of Divine grace. Early in + ¢ 
year which has now closed, a Rep. rt 
was received from Mr. Anson Hubba | 
who laboured there eight Sabbaths. 
Entering that field, in the midst of the 
revival, he was most cordially welcom- 
ed, as the messengers of your bounty ; 
as one come we the fulness of the bles. 
sing of ihe Gospel of Christ. With 
the deepest interest the people heard 
his instructions. So signal were the 
manilestations of the power of Divine 
grace, that all painsaying of the truth 
was hushed; aud all opposition of the 
work was relinguisned. A very con- 
siderable number of persons had, alrea- 
dy, been added to the church. Twelve 
united during the service of Mr. Hub- 
bard: several more he left in a state oi 
preparation for the same duty : making, 
in ail, sixty, who, hopefully become pi- 
ous, during the revival. 

A communication of thanks has been 
received from ihe committee of the pa- 
rish, exjressing their satisfaction in the 
missionary ; and their belief that his Ja- 
bours were very useful. In the conclu- 
sion, they said, “ we are now destitute 
of preaching; but we hope and beg that 
you will pray for us: that God would 
send us a preacher, and open our hearts 
to support him.” 

Small as the amount of labours now 
reported is, compared with what was 
done in preceding years ; and with what 
it would have been desirable to do in 
this; we rejoice that we are able to re- 
port this liule. God has undeniably 
owned these limited endeavours to com- 
fort the feeble ; and to gather those who 
were scattered abroad. Connecting the 
exertions of this year with preceding 
operations ; looking back upon ail the 
salutary results of the labours of this 
Souicty ; we, gladly seize the opportuni. 





no 
da 
no 
yt H 
ou 
sire 
vie 
oul 
dou 
ece 
sing 
hav 
gre 
um 
hav 
ab 
har 
tio} 
in | 
hel 
evi 
(5c 
ere 
in 
th 
er 









































ty of asking its patrons, how much more 
deplorable the ecclesiastical condition of 
the state, would, by this time, have been, 
than it now Is; had nothing been done 
to arrest the progress of desolation, and 
to rebuild the fallen places of our Zion. 

The end, indeed, of this Institution is 
not yet achieved: the health of the 
daughters of the people of our God is 
not “recovered. Our churches are not, 
yet, all supplied with pastors: nor are 
our parishes, all restored to independent 
strength. But the end ts kept, still, in 
view; and is hailed with a more san- 
ovine hope, than it was, even, in the ar- 
dour of our outset. ‘To have kept our 
ecclesiastical interests, under the bles- 
sing of heaven, from a retrograde ; is to 
have done much toward a future pro- 
gress. Had nothing been done, by this 
time, the moral waste would, probably, 
have been, so wide ; that a proposal for 
a Domestic Missionary Society would 
have produced many desponding sensa- 
tions. Ifthe progress of decay and ru- 
in has been arrested; if it can be here 
held in check 3 we trust, that favourable 
events in the future providence of our 
God, who hath hitherto helped us, will, 
ere long, enable us to see our churches 
‘na condition, better than any, in which 
they have been seen by the present gen- 
eration. 

‘The labours of the last year, which 
ave now been reported, were painfully 
circumseribed ; and in many instances 
abruptly terminated by the want of funds. 
In preceding years, the Directors were 
able to expend fifteen hundred dollars ; 
in this but a littl more than eight hun- 
dred. ‘Lhis deficiency is not ascribed 
'oany disaffection toward the design of 
this Society: for on all sides we hear 
»xpressions of approbation ; and prayers 
‘or success. All pecuniary exertions are, 
a great degree, restricted, 

No more occasional aid can be given 
‘o parishes, between this time, and the 
tutumnal contributions. What is in, 
‘nd what may be expected to be in our 
‘reasury, of available funds will be 
our engage- 
who have stated 


arely sufficient to fulfil 


ments to ministers, 
ar i eS Me 


(To be concluded.) 





Colonization Society. 


From the Religious Remembrancer. 
AFRICAN COLONIZATION 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Bacon, to a gentleman in Philadel- 
phia, dated Sierra Leone, March 10, 
1820. 

My pear str—I began to think my- 
self almost inexcusable for not having a 
letter in readiness for the Nymph now 
bendine her sails for London, but a ves- 
sel will soon leave us for Barbadoes, 
and another for Antigua, one of which, 
or both, might afford quite as eligible a 
conveyance as the Nymph. 

We arrived on the Yth at 4 P. M., had 
generally a pleasant passage, have been 
sick, but all are well and in high spirits 
now. We were only 28 days from 
soundings to soundings; we have had 
considerable intercourse with the Sierra 
Leoneans, and find a general sentiment 
in our favour. ; 

The Slave Trade is driving on at a 
bloody rate all along the coast, except 
here and down the Sherbro Country. 
Vessels are every week brought in and 
condemned here, having 50, 100, 200 
or more slaves on board. We have the 
most favourable accounts of the Sherbro 
Country and its people. The white 
population of this place is thin, and hold 

all the offices of any importance. The 
coloured settlers seem to be a happy 


people, growing in prosperity. Indeed 
this seems to be a thriving place. This 


town (Freetown) is thronged with na- 
tive Africans, either Timanys or Kroo- 
men. They, are as naked as nature, 

with the exception of a cloth, cap, or hat, 

on the head, and a cloth or hanker- 
chief about the loins ; they are a fine, 
athletic, hardy, strong, useful race of 
people. The ‘Timanys I am not ableto 
speak of with accuracy, further than 
that they are said to be a fractious and 
dishonest race; their. country is up the 
Sierra Leone river. But of the Kroo- 
men I can say more, By looking at 
your map, you will find between Cape 
Mesurado and Cape Palmas, two thirds 
of the distance from the former, a place 
called Settra. Kroo, that is at least 400 
miles from Sierra Leone. ‘The Kroo- 
men came all they way along shore with 








s° ee «SD <Gae 
'y % = + oye . 
ied A. a 
. & 4 << a _ 
> : SS : 
~ = ~ we > 4 
r ates 
> - = 


























rahi we 


ir ete 


=. 
* = 
x ate 











74 Foreign Mission School. { Jaly 


their canoes up to this place, here they 
have a towa, where they live and accom- 
modate themselves, and labour for about 
$4 per month, they occasionally return 
to see their families, and carry home 
their money, When they have got a 
Krooman’s competency, they retire ap- 
on it and enjoy it with their wives and 
children. ‘They are a faithful, honest, 
kind people, and withoutthem the Srerra 
Leoneans could not live. “ We no bring 
our wives and children here; we come 
for get money enough, and go to Settra 
Kroo again,” is their language to us. 
Would not Settra Kroo be a noble place 
for a missionary station? ‘ Kroo-man no 
kill.’ They are covered with tatooed 
devices and have “ plenty” of sophies, 
gree-grees and charms about them; a 
hog’s, a leopard’s tooth, a smooth bone, 
a little bag about the ear, &c. John Me, 
the first that came to us, on hearing our 
evening prayers, and a word of exhorta- 
tion from a coloured man, said, after list- 
ening attentively for a moment, “ He 
speaks for God!” I asked him if he went 
to Christ; his reply was, “all for go 
to chureh when he mind to.” I asked 
**do you sabby (know) God P” his reply 
was, “every bodysabby God.” His re- 
ply was given with exactly such a self- 
confident air, as I have seen in the man- 
ner of many a “ moralist,” who expects 
his morality to save him. Iwas ata 
loss, for a moment, to determine, wheth- 
er the heathen had learned from the 
woralist, or the moralist from the hea- 
then; but another moment solved the 
doubt, both learned it from the Devil. 
You may depend on it, there is work 
tor us here; there is work for missiona- 
ries ; for teachers ; for good men of all 
erades. I save a corner for a later date, 
and stop for this moment. 

Tadd, after a ramble in the Kroo- 
Village, I am struck with wonder at the 
appearance of Native Africans. The 
sickly and depressed countenance of a 
Philadelphia, coloured man is not to be 
seen among them. <A noble aspect, a 
dignified mein, a frank, and open, and 
bold wildman’s demeanor! Sir, it is 
worth a voyage to Africa to see the 
Kroo-men. I was present at one of 
iheir amusements, not unlike a sort of 


play or opera. Speakers, accompanied 
by a pleasant music on a kind of Shep- 
herd’s pipe ; there were more thau 100 
present, seated on the ground in a cir- 
cle. ‘The speakers and actors in the 
centre. I could not understand them. 
I was there again beginning to puzzle 
myself in the mazes of speculation about 
the origin of this. I could almost per- 
suade myself that they were becoming 
fast civilized, as theatrical amusements, 
seem to indicate a state of civilization 
above the savage life. Lsuppose the 
play I saw, aud those performed im Phil- 
adelphia, have the one about as much 
religion as the other. 

1 have no corner left for more. Adien 
my dear friend, the Lord bless us and 
you. S. Bacon. 





FOREIGN MISSION SCHOOL. 


The annual examination of the For- 
eign Mission School was attended on 
Tuesday the 19th inst. by the agents. 
The pupils were examined in reading 
and spelling the English language. ‘The 
more advanced scholars were also exani- 
ined in English Grammar, Artihmetic, 
Geography, the Latin and Greek Lan- 
guages, Natural Philosophy, Astronomy 
and Surveying. In these several branch- 
es the pupils acquitted themselves ina 
manner creditable to themselves and 
their instructors, and highly encovrag- 
ing to the friends of the heathen. Some 
of the pupils exhibited decisive evidence 
of superior abilities and scholarship, and 
afforded a gratifying pledge of future use- 
fulness among their countrymen. ‘The 
school now consists of 34 members, 27 
of them are now there, and 3 iately ad- 
mitted are expected soon to join it. 
And what is more than all literary or 
scientific attainments in the view of tie 
triends of Christ, one half of the mem. 
bers of the school at least give comioit- 
ing evideace of having passed from deat! 
to life, and of being the sincere disciples 
of Christ. On Wednesday the 17th, at 
11 o’elock the scholars formed a pro 
cession, and together with the ayeuls 
and teachers, and such Clergymen @ 
were present, repaired to the meeting’ 
house, were an appropriate and animal 


ing discourse was delivered by the Kev. 
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David L. Perry of Sharon, from 1 Chron. 
xxii. 16, “ Arise therefore and be doing, 
und the Lord be with thee.” 

After the religious exercises, the pub- 
lic exhibition of the school was attend- 
ed to in the following order :—1. Dec- 
lamation in English by John Ridge, (a 
Cherokee. )—2. Declamation in English 
by Elias Boudinot, (Cherokee.)—3. Dec- 
lamation in French by Simon Annance, 
(Canadian. )—4. Declamation in Eng- 
lish by James Ely, (Anglo-American.) 
—5. Declamation in Otaheite by Ste- 
phen Poepoohe, (Otaheitan.)—6. De- 
clamation in Malay by Arnold Krygs- 
man, (Malay.)—7. Declamation in O- 
whyhee by George Sandwich, (Owhy- 
hean.)—8. Declamation in Owhyhee 
by Samuel R. Capoo, (Owhyhean )—9. 
Declamation in Owhyhee by John Ire- 
pooah, (Owhyhean.)—10. Declama- 
tion in Owhyhee by Richard Kriouloo, 
(Owhyhean.)—-11. Declamation in 
Stockbridge by John Newcom, (Stock- 
bridge. }—12. Declamation in Stock- 
bridge by John Chicks, (Stockbridge. )— 
13. Declamation in Owhyhee by Wil- 
liam Kummocolah, (Owhyhean.)—14. 
Dialogue. The Cherokee Council, re- 
specting the removal of the tribe to the 
Arkansaw, according tothe proposition 
of the American government.— Courant. 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 
LITERARY INSTITUTION IN ONTO, 
TO THE PUBLIC. 


At the first session of the Legislature of the 
State of Ohio, in the year 1803, a number of 
persons were incorporated by the mame of 
the « Trustees of the Erie Literary Society,” 
with power to lovate a literary institution, and 
menage itsconcerns. The location was made 
at Burton iv the county of Geauga, and a suit- 
able building erected for the accommodation 
of a pnblie school, 

Shortly after this building was finished, it 
was destroyed by fire Owing to this loss and 
the limited situation of the funds of the Insti- 
lution, the Trastees were unable to proceed 
lorther in the execution of the trust reposed in 
hem by the act of incorporation, and the 
huciness lay dormant for a number of years. 
Sul the population of the country baving very 
considerably increased,aad the state of Society 
laving become such, that the want of a semi- 
tery of learning was sensibly deli, and deeply 
‘*wented, the Trastees thought it their duty to 
Nempt to revive the aforesaid Institation 
Wuriny the last year ancther building, by great 
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exertion, has been erected, and a public 
school ¢eommenced But the Trustees find 
themselves in debt; they buve no maps, books 
or globes, nor have they the means of procur- 
ing any; and ‘hey fear that this seminary, so 
important to the inhabitants of the serround- 
ing country, will not flourish, unless they re- 
ceive aid {rom those who reside in the older 
settlements, and whose disposition and cir- 
cumstances will permit them to contribute 
for the purpose of encouraging science: and 
religion in this new country They have 
therefore authorised the Rev. Luther Hum- 
phrey, one of their number, to solicit dona- 
tions in their name, and they would assure 
those who may contribute to this object, 
whether in money, books. or any Other arti- 
cles useful to the Seminary, that their dona 
tions will be gratefully received, and faithful- 
ly applied to promote the interests of the In- 
stitution —By order of the Trustees, 
Perer Hitcucock, Secrelary. 
Burton, April 11, 1820 


The subscriber has attended to the duties of 
his appointment, and has generally been re- 
ceived with kindness. Many appear willing 
to contribute some of their property, as well 
as their influence, to promote literature in the 
new country. Individuals in different places 
have contributed for this important object’ 
from one to thirty dollars each. Itis true, but 
little money has been given; but books, and 
other articles necessary for the Institution 
Lave been contributed. It is expected the 
same branches of science will eventually be 
taught at Burton w hich are now taught at Yale 
College. It is believed, should this infant Se- 
minary have sufficient funds, it may be a very 
great public benefit. Let the rich and the 
liberal devise liberal things respecting it ; and 
may the poor net withhold the mite which 
they can spare. 

Should individuals interest themselves to 
procure beroks, &c for the Seminary, boxes 
may he forwarded to Eleazay Hickcoxr, Esq. 
Burton, Geauga Counly, Ohio, to the care of 
Davis, Center & Co. Albany. Donations may 
also be forwarded to Levi Tomlinson, Es«. 
Treasurer, Burton, Geauga County, Obiv. 

Itis hoped that those who have books and 
other articles which they can spare, and which 
may be useful in the Seminary for bundreds of 
years to come, will forward them from time 
to time as they may have opportunity. The 
Saviour bath declared, “ It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” Let us never be weary 
in well doing May we all be faithful stew - 
ards tor God, and remember that we must give 
acconnot of our stewardship. 

Lutuer Hompgrey. 

Printers who are friendly to science wil! 
please to insert the above in their papers. 

[We sincerely hope that this calltrom our 
brethren ia the west will net be in vain. Sei- 
ence is the Landmaid of Religion , and per- 
haps the benevolent cannot pi omote the cause 
of Zion more ¢ifectually than by fostering thts 
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Infant Institution, A liltle aid. may .unake it a - 
nursery of piety, a fountain from which that 
crowing and important section of the Church, 
may be furnished with Pastors, 

i? The Editor of the Religions Intelligen- 
cer will voluntarily take charge of any dona- 
tions that shall be offered. 





THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, AT PRINCE- 
TON, N. J. 


Extract from the Eighth Annual Re- 
ort of the Theological Seminary, at 

Princeton, N. J. 

"The number of students in the Semi- 
naryat the date of the last report was 56. 

The highest number of students con- 
nected with the seminary at any time 
through the year, has been 70. The 
number now in connection with it is 67. 

The following are the students which 
have been attended to through the year, 
hy each class, viz. ‘The First class to 
the composition and delivery of sermons, 
and to the pastoral care. The class 
which at the commencement of the win- 
ter session, became the Firs, to didac- 
tic and polemic theology, ecclesiastical 
history, and Church government.—The 
Seconp class to the original language of 
Scripture, the Scriptures in the English 
translation, Biblical history, Dr. Camp- 
bell’s dissertations, didactic theology, 
and ecclesiastical history.—And the 
‘Tarrp class which was formed the com- 
mencement of the winter session, to the 
study of the original languages of Scrip- 
ture, of the Scriptures in the English 
translation, of sacred chronology, sacred 
ceography, Biblical history, and Jewish 
antiquities. 

At the close of each of the sessions in 
the year, the Board have attended to a 
careful examination of the students, in 
which they received entire satisiaction. 

The Board with pleasure repeat a re- 
mark, which they have had occasion to 
make in former reports, that a spirit of 
missions exists among the students of 
the seminary, and appears to increase. 
Numbers of those who studied in this In- 
stitution, have through the year been ac- 
tively and successfully engaged on mis- 
sionary ground in different parts of the 
United States; and within a few weeks, 
one of the seminary, viz. Mr. Epaphias 
Chapman, in company with others, set 
out, under the patronage of the United 


Foreign Missionary Society, on a mis- 
sion to the Osage Indians. 

The Professors have reported the sum 
of 2612 dols. and 61 cts , as raised by so- 
cieties and individuals for the support of 
necessitous students. 

Through the past year several yalua- 
ble books have been presented to the 
Seminary. In this way there have been 
added to the library one HUNDRED AND 
THIRTY-EIGHT volumes, and Tuatyry- 
sEVEN pamphlets. ‘The number of vol- 
umes now in the library is 1106, besides 
500 Pamphlets. 


LYNCHBURG BIBLE SOCIETY. 
SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT. 


The Board of Managers of the Auxiliary Bi- 
ble Society of Lynchburgh, Va at an Annual 
Meeting of the Society June Sth, 1820, sub- 
mitted the following 


REPORT. 


This Society consists of 108 members, of 
whom, three have become members for life, 
by the contribution of 30 dollars each ; the 
remainder are annua! contributors. 

On the Ist of March 1819, the date of the 
last Annual Meeting, there was on hand, as 
per Treasurer’s Account, the sum of $318 63 
Received since trom annual contri- 


butors. 313 30 
A donation from a friend to the So- 
ciety. 30 00 
From Mrs. Biuce, to constitnte her a 
member for life 30 C0 
A donation from the Hat Creek Baptist 
Association 46 00 


A donation from the Concorc Baptist 
Association §2 53, and for the pur- 


chase of books $4 47 £8 05 
By the sale of books during the year 48 17 
Amounting to 813 &6 


In the month of March 1819, immediately 
after the last annual meeting, G00 dollars were 
forwarded to the Treasurer of the American 
Bible Society, for which we received in par 
100 Bibles and 100 New Testaments, amoun'- 
ing, with charges, to $127 65. Po 

In March 1820, the additional sum of 5 
dollars was transmitted to the ‘Treasurer of the 
American Bible Society. An order of the 
same date was made for the purchase of 15° 
Bibles and 150 New-Testaments, which was 
executed, and which amounted to $194 5” 
leaving a balance of $327 85, a donation l? 
the National Society. 

The number of Bibles and Testaments pur 
chased by the Society since its organization, 
is 1168. The number distributed in the same 
period is 873. 

On the last anniversary of the Society, ther? 
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were in the Depository 54 Bibles and 66 New 
Testaments. ‘The number of Looks disiribut- 
ed since that date is 162 Bibles and 163 New- 
Testaments, making a total of 325. 

At this date there are in the Depository and 
in the hands of the Managers, i42 Bibles and 
153 New- Testaments, 

Since the commencement of. this Society 
there have been. received into the Treasury 
1788 94, of which $1664 40 have been ex- 
vended. 

Such, Bre'hren, isa succinct statement of 
the transactions of this Society. In surrender- 
ing their trast into thé hands of their constitu- 
euls, the Managers cannot but hope that the 
blessing of God has already attended their ex- 
etions ; and they fervently implore his smiles 
ou the future operations of this Society. 

itis with mingled emotioas of joy and grat- 
itude that we contemplate the widely extend- 
ing prosperity of the Bible Cause, both at 
home and abroad—-In America and Europe— 
in Asia, and even in Africa. Since our last 
Anuiversary, (a period of unparatleled pecu- 
niary embarrassment throughout the whole 
conmercial world,) Bible Societies had a de- 

gree of success, far beyond the trembling anti- 
cipations of their supporters and friends, as 
will appear from the following extracts, which 
we beg leave to read. [Omutlled.] 

From all which it appears-to the managers, 
(hat there is mach cause for gratitude to Al- 
mighty God, for what he has accomplished 
jhrough the instrumentality of Bible Socie- 
ties ; and of renewed exertions in dispensing 
lis heavenly charity to (be many millions 
ot our fellow men, who are in darkness, withi- 
out God or his word, and consequently with- 
out hope in the world. ‘The cause in which 
we are engaged isa good one. ‘The distribu- 
tion of the sacred Scriptures is a duty of indis- 
pensable obligation. In this work we may 
coulidently expect the blessing of God; and 
from such exertions we may anticipate the 
noblest results. 

Respectfully submitted, ‘ 
Wa 5S. Rei, 
Joun Vicror, } Commit- 
Samugt Nowuin, { _ tee, 
Joun C. Ri, | 





\EW-PROVIDENCE BENEFICENT So. 
CIETY. 

The second anniversary of the Beneficent 
Society of New Providence, N. Carolina, was 
uolden on the 17th of May, 1820. 

The meeting was opened with prayer and 
aud appropriate sermon, by the Kev. Mr. Pharr 
trom Heb. xiii. 16 Butlo do good and lo com- 
manicate forget not; for with such sacrifices 
God is well pleased 

After which the Board of Managers presen- 
ied to the Society the following 


REPORT. 


Brethreny—Through the kind Providence 
of God we are met together on this second an- 


New-Providence Benevolent Socicty. 


niversary of our Beneficent Institution, to re- 
view the proceedings of the past, and to con- 
fer on the best measures to be adopted for do 

ing good the ensuing vear But, alas, some, 
with whose company and assistance we were 
privileged at our last anniversary, are now ab- 
sent. While we review with satisfaction the 
success which has attended this small Society, 
we are called to the mournful duty of record- 
ing the death of the Rev James Wallace, its 
generous patron and Corresponding Secreta- 
ry. The lively interest be took in the con- 

cerns of this Society, is weil known to every 

member. With bis afflicted family and rela- 
tives, his bereaved congregation of New-Prov- 
idence, and his numerous acquaintance who 
unite in lamenting bis death, the members o1 
this Board most cordially sympathize While 
we gratefully cherish the recollection of his 
services, and while we are reminded of ou 
own mortality by his death, we would hope, 
through divine grace. to be excited to work, 
with inereasing diligence, the works of Him 
that sent u3 into the world ; and to jollow the 
example of our departed triend, suv faras he 
lollowed Christ. 

The duties devolving on the Board of Man- 
agers, have been few and simple, but not un- 
important. We have with pleasure acted a 
humble part in directing one of the tributary 
streams of that river of God, which is to water 
the whole earth. From the funds of the Soci. 
cty, we have,in the course of the last yveayr, 
sent one hundred and ten dollars to the Ameri- 
can Board of Commissioners for Foreign Més- 
sions; we have expended twenty-two dollars 
in the education of poor ebildrea ; and four- 
teen dollurs remain in the hands of the ‘Treas- 
urer. 


9 


The Treasurer's account is as follows: 


Subseribed the first vear, $176 

second year, 112 268 
Reniains unpaid 29 
Whole amont paid to the Treasurer, 25 


Joun Parrerson, ? Committee in be- 

Joun Lawson, 4 half ofthe Board. 

In addition to the foregoing, the Society, 

at their last annual meeting, voted a further 

suin of $65 to aid the funds of the American 

Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 

sions, Which has been transmitted to the Ed- 
itor, by J. Lawson, Esq. 





FEMALE BRNEFICENT SOCIETY. 


On the 17th of May, 1820, the Female Be- 
neficent Society of New-Providence, N. C. 
auxiliary to the A. B.C PF. M, was organized. 

Mrs. Swsannaun M‘Kees, President. 

Mrs. AmYura Stitt, Treasurer. 

Asan earnest of their benevolence, the So- 
ciety has transmitted to the American Board 
of Foreign Missions the sum of $35 for the 
benefit of Missions and Schools among the 
Cherokee Indians. 
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78 Juvenile Zeal encouraged.—African Colony.—Obiiuary. [July 


JUVENILE ZEAL ENCOURAGED. 


It is stated in the Charleston Intelligencer, 
that several Schoo!s in that city, have adopted 
the following plan, which we copy from the 
Guardian, for the purpuse of recommending it 
to our readers. 

Sir—If the following note which was 
circulated in this village a few days af- 
ter the perusal of Mrs. Kingsbury’s let- 
ter, contained in the * Religious Intelli- 
gencer” of Oct. 30, 1819, should be 
thought worthy of a place in the Guar- 
dian, the plan which it proposes, and 
which is now in operation, we hope will 
be imitated by every female school. 
The enclosed Tract, was read on one of 
these Saturday afternoons, mentioned in 
the note. Copies of it are scarce; and 
the little seamstresses express a wish to 
read it in the Guardian. 

“ Miss intends devoting Sat- 
urday afternoon of every week to the 
special benefit of the little girls of her 
school, and any others who would like to 
accompany them. She takes the liberty 
to propose to them and their parents, 
that they spend this half day, in sewing 
for charity. It is desirable, therefore, 
that they should be provided with nee- 
dles, thread and thimbles; that while 
their ears are listening to instruction, 
their fingers may be learning to sew, and 
their young hearts expand with benevo- 
lence towards their suflering fellow-crea- 
tures, 

The object of this labour of love, is to 
relieve the wants of poor Indian child- 
ren belonging to the Cherokee and Choc- 
taw tribes, who have recently been plac- 
ed in the mission schools at those sta- 
tions, and who are reported to be very 
destitute of clothing ; some even without 
a blanket with which to wrap themselves 
by day, or spread over them at night. 
Our missionaries who instruct them, so- 
licit aid, and give information that any 
articles of plain wearing apparel, would 
be highly acceptable, and might be for- 
warded with safely, via New Orleans. 
Could any, or all of my scholars be fur- 
nished by their parents, with strong do- 
mestic cloth, sufficient to make one gar- 
ment each, or coarse woolen yarn, to 
knit a pair of stockings, I doubt not there 





would be mutual feelings of pleasure ex- 
cited both in the breast of the giver and 
the receiver. And were they pure offer- 
ings, as to the motive, not only the bles- 
sings of the poor, but the blessing of God 
would come upon them. Parents, per- 
mit your children to meet me at the 
school room this afternoon even though 
some of you may be obliged to send them 
empty handed. Certain liberal ones 
will supply them with sewing mat+rials. 
To beg, I am not ashamed, when it is to 
clothe the naked.” Something more is 
necessary than “ Be ye warmed, and be 
ye filled.” Children require covering, 
as well as food and fire. Let us then ex- 
tend the mantle of our charity, and ex- 
press by this figure of speech not only 
our love, but also our good works.” 





AFRICAN COLONY. 


Philadelphia, June 14. 

Several letters have been received in this 
city from the > pre of the government, dated 
afier the arrival of the colony at Sherbro, on 
the Western coast of Africa, all of which are 
encouraging. The health of the Rev. Mr Ba- 
con and Mr. John P Bankson, and indeed of 
all their charge, was excellent. It would ap- 
pear that the most friendly reception was giv- 
en them by the natives, and although the pre- 
cise place for a permanent settlement was not 
determined on when the Elizabeth sailed, 
there was no apprehension of any difficulty 
on that score. Very soon after landing, Reti- 
gious Societies were commenced, at whici: 
the natives attend with apparent solemnity 
and devotion. A Sunday School was imme: 
diately opened, embracing tbe children of the 
colonists, and more than forty of the native 
children, under the care of proper officers and 
of 12 coloured teachers, 





OBITUARY, 
REV. ELNATHAN WALKER. 


June 4th, 1820—D:ed at Homer, N. Y. 
Rev. EcnatHan WaLKER, Pastor of the Pres- 
byterian Church and Congregation in tbat 
place, aged 40 years We select some partic- 
ulars from the Courtland Repository respect- 
ing this valued man. 

Mr. Walker was born in Taunton, Mass. 
and was educated at Providence, R.1. He 
was ordained at Homer in October 1809 : 

Mr. Walker possessed an assemblage 0! 


amiable qualities. His house was a babitation ; 


of friendship and peace, open to receive his 
friends and acquaintance with the greatest 
cordiality. His mind was formed for society, 
ard he possessed a talent of rendering himselt 
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agreeable to those who were favoured with his 
company 

As a Christian, he was diligent and exem- 
plary. Though he was seldom carried out in 
high religious transports, yet he appeared to 
maintain a steady and solid hope in Christ, 
aud an habitual peace iu believing. He was 
a “lover of good men, sober, just, holy 
and temperate,” in such a degree as ren- 
deved him a rea! ornament to the religion he 
proiessed, 

As a minister, be set an example of pra- 
deuce, patience and fidelity. He was a firm 
advocate for the doctrines of grace. He 
preached them plainly ; aud cheerfully and 
deciiedly thore testimony in their faveur oa 
his dying bed. He wai a friend to revivals of 
religion by the efficacious influences of the 
Holy Spirit. Aud with these the people 
of his charge have been Pee? biessed. 
No less thaa three general revivals were ex- 
perienced in the congregation during his pas- 
tural connection with them 

The numberof communicants inthe Church 
atthe time of his settlement was 99; during 
his minisiry 465 have been admitted to the 
Church, which at present consists of 427 com- 
municants. 

During the revival, the winter past, he was 
exceedingly laborious in preaching, altending 
conferences, and visiting from house to house. 
He appeared to spare no pains by day or by 
wight, which were necessary for the good of 
the lock His last public performance was 
at a conference meeting, ‘ia the centre of the 
Society. 

Iu the close of a well spent life, the bles- 
sings of that religion which he had experi- 
enced and taugit fo others, was more fual- 
ly exemplified. As death approached, the 
hope which he had‘ indulged for many years 
increased and brightened. He had many 
nappy hours, so that his “sick bed,” to use 
his own words, © was like a bed of roses.” — 
ile seemed evidently to enjoy a good de- 
gree of divine consylation and support.—- 
With solemn compesure he arranged his tem- 
poral concerns aad set bis house in order. He 
appeared confident that his time to die had 
come, and spake freely to the numerous and 
anxious vVisitants, as one that was about to ap- 
pear in the preseuce of his Judge. He expres- 
sed great affection for his people, which was 
reciprocated by great numbers who came to 
his house. He was anxious to say something 
cither by way of instraction, counse!, or warn- 
ing, to every one that came in. 

Near the last staze of lite he exclaimed- 
“Come Lord Jesus, come quickly——thou 
knowest that I have been a great sinner; my 
only hope is in thee; take me to thyself,O 
Divine saviour. Lam about to leave my 
friends in this world, O Saviour of siuners, 
ake meto thyself. Thou knowest that I have 
given myself to thee time after time ; bave 
not | done it without reserve ? O Lord, thou 
knowest; thou kuowest whether I have de- 
ceived myself. My confidence is strong— 


my confidence is strong in the Lord, Oh my 


Repentance absolutely necessary to salvation. 97 
P y y 


friends, lam just going into eternity ; how 
important to be always ready. 1! ain going, 
my friends, | am going to sing the song of 
Moses and the Lamb, for ever, and ever, and 
ever, and ever” ‘The last words which be 
was beard to articusaie, were, “ Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” 

His funeral was attended on the 6th inst. by 
a concourse of more than 2000 people, as- 
sembled to pay their last tribute of respect to 
departed worth. Eleven of the neighbouring 
clergy were present to participate in the ai- 
fecting solemnities ofthe day An interesting 
and instructing disconrse was delivered by 
Rev Mr. Lansing, from Hebrews xi. 27 «* For 
he endured, as sceing kim who is inrisible. The 
scene was truly solemn and impressive. To 
behold the man, from whose lips we had se 
long and so often heard the words of eterna! 
life, confined in a skroud and a coffin, ix 
front of his desk, now mournfully vacant, ani! 
dressed in sable—to view the numerous and 
weeping audience listening to the melting ad- 
dresses of the preacher, and the sacred music 
well adapted to the occasion, was a scene cal- 
culated to excite all the tender feelings of the 
soul, and to carry the mind forward to that 
momecnious day when minister aud pecple 
must appear before the judgment seat of 
Cirist. 


REPENTANCE ABSOLUTELY NECESSA.- 
RY TO SALVATION, 

Without repentance, the sinner would 
still continue to be a sinner ; an env@my 
to heliness and to God, to happiness and 
toheaven. If he did not hate sin; it 
would be physically impossible, that be 
should forsake it ; that he should love 
to practice holiness ; that he should be 
cordially reconciled to God; that he 
should relish the happiness of heaven ; 
or that he sheuld desire, or enjoy, the 
friendship of virtuous beings. it would 
be impossible, that he should receive 
Christ as his Saviour ; trust in his right- 
eousness for acceptance ; love his char- 
acter; or welcome his mediation. At 
the same time, it would be morally im- 
possible, that God should receive, or jus- 
tify the sinner ; unite him to his family ; 
or restore him to his favour. To all 
things Repentance is plainly, and abso- 
lutely indispensable. 

The views, which the penitent enter- 
tains of moral subjects, and the aflec- 
tions, with which he regards them, pre- 
pare him, and are indispensably neces- 
sary to prepare him, to partake of tne 
favour of God, the employments of holi- 
ness, and the blessings of Repemption. 






































80 Pociry.—Conditions of the Religious Inteliigencer. 


Evangelical Repentance is the begin- 
ning of moral bealth in the soul. At 
the commencement of its existence, the 
jormer, evil, morbid principles begin to 
lose their hold, and to have their power 
diminished. The divine Physician then 
first achieves his victory over the moral 
diseases, which were before incurable ; 
and the balm of Gi/ead begins to restore 
its decayed and ruined faculties. From 
this moment, immortal health, the life of 
Heaven, returns to the languishing 
mind ; health that cannot decay, life 
that cannot terminate ; the youth of an- 
gels, which cannot grow old, but is for- 
med to increase, and bloom, and flour- 
ish for ever.—Dwicurt. 





For the Religious Intelligencer 


LINES WRITTEN AFTER HEARING A 
SERMON ON THE DOCTRINE OF THE 
TRINITY, MAY 21, 1820. 


Hail, Glorious Mystery ! Truth divine ° 
Welcome to this heart of mine ; 
Expand, my soul, with sacred fire, 
While I this wondrous trath admire. 


Father of unereated mind, 

Who sent thy »on to save mankind, 

Thee would we love, Thee would we praise, 
Thy name we’ll sing in endles- | -ys. 


The “ Light” that fills the ethereal throne, 
Shine gracious in the Eternal Son : 
Reflected in his glorious face, 

We see thy mercy to our race. 


And now the Saviour claims our praise ; 
Grateful, our hearts. ther aathems raise. 
The First begotten from above, 

Descends with grace, and peace, and love. 


E.qual with God, he reign’d on bigh, 
Encircled with immensity. 

Vast condescension ! Oh! how low ; 
He stoops, to dwell with men Lelow. 


Now by his death upon tie tree, 
Opens the gates of heaven to me. 
Fhis precious gift all gifts above,* 
Vouvchsafes to us Jehovali’s love. 
Behold the Father reconcil’d, 
With looks of k ve, and visage mild ; 
The Comforter, with biessings sends, t 
‘To turn his rebel foes to friends. 
The Holy Spirit, next we praise, 
Great Sanctifier of our race— 
Thou art our God ; to Thee we bow ; 
Grant us thy saving influence uow. 
Thus we will bless the Sacred Three, 
Nor less rejoice in unily ; 
For we unde the One in Three, 
And Laud Him to Eternity. 


* Romans viii, 32. 


A. N. 
t John xiv. 25. 


[ July 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 

For the informetiou of our new cubseribers, 

we republish the foliowing 
CONDITIONS. 

The paper is paged and folded for binding 
each sheet making sixteen large Octavo pages’ 
or 832 pages in a year, with a copious index at 
the close. 

The price of the paper, exclusive of postage, 
is two dollars and fiity cents a year, if paid in 
advance, or three doliars to be paid at the eud 
of six months 

Those who procure 6 subscribers, and are 
accountable for the pay, are entitled to the 
7th copy gratis ; and in proportion fur all over 
that sumber 

Any company or individual who will take 
}2 or more copies, to be sent to one Post Of- 
fice, the price will be two-dollars if paid in ad- 
vance, or two dollars and fiity cents to be paid 
at the end of six months, and the 13th copy 
gratis 

No subscriptions will be taken for less than 
a year—and all arrearages must be paid beiore 
any paper is stopped. 

Subscribers for the present volume, ,who do 
not give notice to the contrary befere the last 
number is issued, will be cowsidered as subscri- 
bers tor the next. 

All letters to the Editor must be post paid. 

‘The Religious Intelligencer capaot live 
without Patronage and Pay. We are anxious 
to secure both: and would gladly vary the 
terms to the times ; but from our many losses, 
delays and expences, we cannot publish it for 
less than $2.50 cts.a year This, with ade- 
duction of every 7th copy, ‘will reduce it to 
about 32. We must rely on the patronage oi 
those who pay in advance, or al least during 
the year lor support. 

x The above conditions were published 
near the close of the last Vol. The very libe- 
ral proposal of putting the paper at $2, with 
the 13th gratis, to those who pay in advance 
jor 12 copies, has had a tendency to increase 
our subscription in many places. We have 
no doubt that 12 subscribers might be obtain- 
ed, in most places, these hard times, with as 
little trouble as six at $250. It ministers and 
others who are friendiy to the Intelligencer, 
would ase their influence in this way, the cir- 
culation might be greatly extended, tie collec- 
tions made easy, and the establishment as el- 
iectually supported. 

N.B. Payment from old subscribers, receiv- 
ed by the Ist of August, will be considered in 
advance ; and from new subseribers, withiu 
6U days from the time the paper is ordered. 





Erratum--Page 29, column 2d, in the 
nuuber given as added at the third comimun- 
ion, for 26, read 29 ;—and in the whole num- 
ber added, for 142, read 145. 

_—> —_ 
PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY, 
BY NATHAN WHITING. 
> ? $3 a year payable in 6 months. 
PRICE ¢ 52,50 if paid ig advance. 
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